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This course deals with advanced and contemporary |EZETIBE,
topics in social sciences from the conceptual, JTP

practical, and public policy perspectives. The
first half of the course will cover topics
ranging from economic development, inequality and
poverty, inter-and-intra national migration,
political economics of public policies,
sustainable development, and the prospects as
well as the challenges of globalization. In the
second half of the course, students will read,
i i i 2 » levaluate, and discuss five published papers in

1E90011 gz?éﬁze;n Social 1 1.0 | 3-4| FkAB k1 1C306 ;IE/ZXEEIT“%E# the field of political science. The goal of this

! RETS  exercise is to understand the fundamental goals
of social science research: finding and solving
interesting puzzles in order to improve our
understanding of the world. The topic of these
five readings includes labor strikes, party
system change, colonialism and development, vote
buying, and censorship in dictatorships.
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Understanding coupled natural/environmental and |7/8-10
human systems is fundamental to the quest for JTP
global sustainability. But, what is “nature” or
“environment” ? In this lecture, nature and
environment are discussed as a social construct
subject to changing perceptions. To bridge the
gap between natural and social students, theories
and concepts from both, natural sciences and
social sciences, are presented, which are
relevant for human-environment interaction
research. Societal response options to
environmental risks are exemplified for past
civilizations. Climate change as a current threat
is discussed from the natural science perspective
as well as from deeply entrenched worldviews to
explore complex environmental problems from a
cross—disciplinary perspective.
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