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This seminar explores the cultural
productions of the Great Depression in
America. We will be exploring music
poetry, literature, radio, and cinema
focusing on changing conceptions of gender
values, and race relations. Additionally
we will be engaging with theories of
modernity in the American context
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Melodrama can be seen as an expressive
mode, a genre and an ideological form. As
it relies heavily on emotions, pathos and
sensationalism, melodrama has been
criticized as “low brow” and relegated to
the “woman’ s genre” . In this course, we
will discuss melodrama as a culturally
situated genre and expressive mode, which
incorporates a variety of stylistics and
aesthetic conventions. We will finally
explore melodrama’ s intertwinement with
discourse of gender, race, nationalism and
modernity
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This seminar explores the women’ s genres
in literature, radio, and film throughout
20th century America, as they intersect
with changing social contexts and tastes
We will additionally explore production
trends, criticism, and popular ideas about
gender.
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This seminar approaches the writers and
filmmakers working in pulp and Noir films
in Hol lywood from the 1930s to the late
1950s and beyond. We will examine the
stylistic and thematic preoccupations of
the genre, its roots in German
Expressionism, as well as the influence of
WWII, the Great Depression, and the
detective novel. This seminar will allow
students to develop further understanding
of key mid-20th century American writers
and filmmakers, the functioning of the
Studio system, and two influential
aesthetic traditions: film noir and the
hardboiled detective novel.
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“Transnational Literary Studies” does not
only comprise literature (and other media)
that is produced across borders and in
various languages (including translation)
it also analyzes the common multi-Iingual
and multi-cultural basis inherent in
aesthetic productivity. The focus point of
this course is on text, author, genre
period, aesthetics, media, methods or
translation, depending on the needs and
interests of its participants and the
research focus of the instructor
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The study of “Applied Humanities” focuses
on the interface between traditional
literary studies and society. In this
course the focus will be on humanities
contribution to society and on career
strategies. Students will have the
opportunity to discuss their own approaches
and design their own academic profiles. The
course will also include analysis and
discussion of literary and theoretical
texts in an “Applied Humanities”
perspective and introduce the relevant
methodology
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This course focuses on “Relational Studies
in Literature” and analyzes and discusses
how texts connect in literature, culture
and politics in an international framework
The course will be based on the analysis
and interpretation of interconnected
primary literary texts proposed by the
instructor or participants. It will also
introduce and discuss various
conceptualizations of “intertextuality” ,
“relationality” , “multilingualism” and
translation”
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The study of “Applied Humanities” answers
to social and intellectual needs of society
and is especially dedicated to the
understanding and solution-finding
processes of global and local crises. The
course will focus on topical material
(especially literary publications)
concerning long-term crises or acute
disaster. Students will have the
opportunity to do original literary
research connected to the course’ s main
topic.
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